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RECENT THEOLOGICAL LITERATURE. 



Lectures in the Lyceum ; or, Aristotle's Ethics for English 
Readers. By St. George Stock. London and New York : 
Longmans, Green & Co., 1897. Pp- 376, with index. 

This work is an attempt to throw the Aristotelian treatises on moral 
science into a form in which they can interest and appeal to ordinary 
readers of English. The author must have felt that a mere literal 
translation of the Ethica ad Nicomachum is rather jejune to those who, 
unlike Oxford students of littera humaniores, have not read the 
original Greek. Moreover, there are other works of Aristotle, espe- 
cially the Magna Moralia and the Eudemia Ethica, which deserve to be 
consulted in order to yield any complete presentment of Aristotle's moral 
system. Accordingly he has cast his results into the form of a dialogue 
between Aristotle, his son Nicomachus, his disciple Eudemus, and 
Theophrastus, his successor in ancient Athens. This device enables 
the writer to introduce, where requisite, not only matter from the other 
treatises we have mentioned, but brief remarks also, in which he glances 
at the contrast between Aristotelian and Jewish or Christian ideals of 
good. 

We owe to Aristotle nearly all our moral categories. He fixed once 
and for all the great conceptions of state and individual, end, good, 
happiness, moral habit, purpose, wish, voluntary and involuntary, 
courage, temperance, justice, and the other virtues. It is his thought, 
rather than his master, Plato's, which has dominated all subsequent 
attempts to reflect in a systematic way on all that is meant by moral 
character. Mr. Stock has, therefore, rendered a service to all by com- 
posing a presentment of Aristotle's moral philosophy, popular and 
fresh, yet learned, succinct, and just to the great master mind which he 
interprets to us. 

We cite a few striking passages from the book. The following is 
from the first chapter, in which Mr. Stock exhibits Aristotle's ideas of 
the right method to be followed in the moral sciences : 

The sciences with which you are most familiar are those which deal with 
the laws of space and number. These are called "exact" sciences, because 
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the truths with which they deal are absolute, admit of no exceptions, and 
hold true equally at all times and in all places. Now the science upon which 
we are about to enter is not one which lends itself to an exact treatment. 
Ideas of right and justice, which are the subject-matter of political science, 
are of a nature essentially relative ; no statement can be made about them 
which admits of no exceptions and holds true equally at all times and in all 

places And this leads me to remark that very few people know what 

kind of evidence to ask for, or what kind of evidence to be satisfied with. It 
requires education to understand that so much exactness only must be 
required as is in keeping with the nature of the subject. You might just as 
well accept an appeal to probability from a mathematician as demand 
demonstrations from an orator. For a man to be a good judge of any subject 

he must know that subject It follows from what we have been saying 

that the young are not fitting students of our present science. For it deals 
with life and conduct ; it is these which furnish the premises, and it is to 
these that the conclusions relate. Now it is just here that the young are 
deficient — namely, in experience of life. Experience is an essential element 
in wisdom, because we must have felt the force of a maxim before we can 
thoroughly know it. The young man may, indeed, be taught moral truths just 
as he may be taught mathematics ; but he will not realize them until they 
have been brought home to him by the great teacher— life. 

f. c. conybeare. 
Oxford, England. 



Thoughts on Religion. By G. J. Romanes, F.R.S. Third 
Edition. Chicago : The Open Court Publishing Co., 1897. 
Pp. 180. Cloth, $1.25 ; paper, go. 50. 

Evolution and Religion ; or, Faith as Part of a Complete 
Cosmic System. By John Bascom. New York and Lon- 
don : G, P. Putnam's Sons, 1897. Pp. iv. + 205. $1.50. 

At this date it is probably unnecessary to present anything in the 
shape of a review of Romanes' posthumous work. Those who enjoyed 
the author's friendship must rejoice that this fragmentary volume has 
attracted so much attention as to call for a third edition thus early. 
No doubt some regret what they are pleased to call Romanes' sur- 
render to dogma. But no one with special sources of information can 
possibly admit this contention. The book is the result of long travail of 
soul. And not only this : it is a most significant evidence of the times. 
Nothing is now more pressing than a reconsideration of scientific pre- 
suppositions in the light of rational criticism, and a readjustment of 
our conceptions of spiritual life on the basis of the results which this 



